
Botany A – Unit 3 

Tree Identification 

Dendrology 

• ‘_______________-’ from the Greek word meaning __________ 

• ‘-________________’ - meaning ______________________ 

• _____________________ is the study of _______________ and includes taxonomy, identification, 

__________________ characteristics, ranges, __________________, and ecology 

What makes a tree a tree? 

• Height above __________________ 

• ______________ dominant _____________________ (trunk or bole) 

• Capable of _________________________ 

• _____________________ plant 

What makes a shrub a shrub? 

• Height less than ________________ 

• ________________-stemmed 

• Capable of _________________________ 

• ____________________ plant 

Conifers vs. Deciduous 

-- _______________________ Tree Characteristics 

• Broad __________________________ 

• Lose all ________________ each ______________ in the ____________ 

• _______________________ (flowering plants), ________________, ___________________ 

• Examples:  oak, maple, beech, aspen, ash 

Exceptions 

• __________________ trees have ___________________, but lose their ___________ each year. 

• ___________ trees have ______________ shaped leaves and are ____________________ but have 

______________ not cones. 

• _______________ trees have __________________________ and it is ____________________. 

 



Leaf characteristics-_______________________ 

• Leaf arrangement:  _______________, _________________, __________________ 

• Leaf type:  _________________ or ____________________ 

• Leaf edge:  _______________ (smooth), _____________ (projection), _____________ (serrated) 

• Leaf texture:  ___________, waxy, __________, smooth, ____________, thin, etc. 

• Leaf  shape:  _______________________ 

Leaf Arrangement -- _______________________, _______________________, ___________________ 

Leaf Type 

_______________ vs. ___________________ 

Simple         Compound 

• Only _______ leaf blade     - Made up of several _________________ 

• Joined by its _________ to the _________ stem  - ____________ are joined to a ______ that is not woody 

• Examples:  maple, oak, aspen, beech   - Examples:  ash, walnut, sumac 

More characteristics to ID trees 

• ____________ 

• ____________ 

• ______________ 

• Fruits/Seeds 

• ______________ 

• _____________________ 

Bark 

• ________________ 

• _______________ 

• ________________ 

• __________ 

• ______________ 

 

 

 



Twig clues 

• Leaf _____________, aka _____________, are the places where the ____________ used to be _______________ 

• ____________, color, and _____________ of ____________ also useful to ID trees 

Flower clues 

• ______________ 

• ______________ 

• ______________ 

• ______________ 

Common                                 Scientific 

• Used in day to day ___________________   -- Each ____________ is _________________ identified 

• Usually based on a __________________ or region of origin    -- Made of two parts, _________ and ___________ 

• Sometimes named after the ______________ who studied species        -- Groups similar ________________ 

• Often ____________________                       -- More ___________________ 

Leaf Observations 

  

Leaf arrangement: 

___________________________ 

_____________ or ______________ 

Leaf type: 

________________________ 

Needle attachment: 

__________________________ 

Leaf edge: 

_________________________ 

 

 


