
Phylum Mollusca 

“Soft Body” 

• _______ Major Classes  

– ___________________________ -- Tooth, tusk shell  

– ______________________ (____________________) -- Clams, mussels, oysters  

– ______________________________ -- Snails, conchs, welks 

– ______________________________ -- Squids, octopus, nautili 

Common Characteristics 

• _____________________________ - anterior head 

• ___________________________ - Secretes ___________________________ shell 

(___________________) 

• _____________________________ - Burrowing & crawling 

• Digestion: ____________________ -  

– Mouth with ________________ (tongue with teeth) 

– Glands - ________________ & _____________________ 

• _______________________- Generally ______________ with ____________________ 

and vessels 

• _______________________ - ____________ (ctenidia), ________________ (epidermis)  

• ____________________ - ____________________ (nephridia) 

• _________________________ - Several pair of ___________________ (cerebral, pedal, 

visceral) form connective ______________________ 

• _________________________ - Sexes separate (_______________) or together 

(_________________________). External sexual fertilization (____________________) 

• _________________, mostly aquatic (______________), some ____________________ 

• Economic importance - ____________, ____________________ (shells, pearls, etc), 

some negative impact... 

 

 

 

 



Class ________________________ - “________________________” 

• __________________, burrow with _______________ into mud or sand 

• No _______________, lacks ________________ 

– _______________ absorbs ________________ from water 

• ________________, contractile __________________ surround ________________ 

• No _______________ or other distinct ____________________________ 

• Several pair of ____________________ form a coordinated sensory system 

• Uses ___________________ (tentacles extending from foot) to find ________________ 

in _________________ and carry it to the mouth 

• Reproduction - _____________________ - __________________ fertilization. Fertilized 

egg develops into larvae 

Class ____________________ - “______________________” 

• _____________, oysters, mussels, _____________ - ______________ of _______ shells 

• AKA “______________________” (hatchet foot) 

• _____________________ symmetry 

• No head 

• ___________________________ - no radula 

• _____________ serve two purposes 

– _______________________________ 

– _______________________________ 

• Muscular __________________  

– __________________ can “swim” 

• ________________ flows through ________________ 

– __________________ - _________________ 

– __________________ - _________________ 

– Flow created by ___________________ 

• Muscular system 

– ____________________ - close _________________ 

– Muscular foot operated by ___________________ & ____________________ 



• Respiration 

– _________________; thin _____________________ 

• Aquatic 

– Some __________________ 

– _______________________ 

• __________________ - _________________ part of the shell 

– ________________ grows outward in ____________________________ 

• Simple _______________________ - no brain 

• Generally lack _________________________ 

– _____________________ have complex _________________ 

• ________________ chambered __________________ 

• Reproduction 

– ______________ generally ______________________ 

– ____________________ fertilization (____________________) 

_______________________ (Belly foot) 

• ____________________, most diverse class: _________________ and 

_________________________ species. 

– Snails, slugs, conchs 

• Generally ____________________ symmetry 

• _________________ shell contains visceral mass 

– __________________ (_____________); _______________ is central point of 

shell & is _____________. Successive ____________ are called _____________, 

formed around a ______________________ called ______________________ 

• Anterior head  

– Pair of _______________________, each with an “__________” 

– ________________ used in _________________ 

• Most important sensory organ are ______________________, located at the 

___________ of _________________ 

• Movement with _____________________ 



• ______________________ - _________________ in terrestrial species complete with 

network of __________________________ 

• Well developed, coordinated ___________________________ 

• Generally ________________________ 

____________________________ (head-foot) 

• Squids, octopus, nautili 

• Most developed _____________________ 

• Large ____________________________ with ______ well developed ______________ 

• __________________ - suction cups located _______________ around ______________ 

• Mouth - __________ & ______________ 

• ______________ - modified into a funnel-like _________________ 

• ____________________  

• ____________________ 

• _____________________ 

• ____________________ -- sexes _______________ 

• _______________ sexual fertilization 

• Develop ______________ eggs, hatch into miniature which are able to 

______________ & _______________ 

• ________________ lacking or reduced to ___________________ structure 

• In squid, “__________” is remnant of _______________ -- feather shape 

structure that supports ______________, serves as site for 

___________________________ 

• _______________________ has ______________________________ 

• Nervous system -- _________________ with coordinated _____________________ 

• ________________ 

• ____________________ -- self-defense mechanism 

• present in all ___________________ except ______________________ 

 


